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GO GREEN FROM ST. PATRICK’S DAY UNTIL EARTH DAY! 

WHITE PLAINS, NY – March 17, 2015 – The City of White Plains and the White Plains Business Improvement District (WP BID) are challenging residents to clean out their closets and donate their gently used shoes to a City wide shoe recycling effort as part of the City’s celebration of Earth Day. This month-long green effort is kicking off today, St. Patrick’s Day, and will culminate at the City’s Annual Sustain White Plains event on Saturday, April 18 (more details to come on this great family event).

This is the third year the City and the WP BID will undertake a shoe collection and recycling drive. In the past two years, local businesses, religious organizations, neighborhood associations and schools collected over 12,000 pairs of shoes that were diverted from the waste stream and went on to find a new life where they are greatly needed.  The City and BID have once again partnered with Soles for Souls (www.soles4souls.org) on this recycling initiative.  

Mayor Roach, who has been a champion of green initiatives including bike lanes, electric vehicle charging stations, and complete streets legislation to name a few said, “I love this project because it affords everyone an easy opportunity to get involved, be green, and make a positive impact on the fight against global poverty.”  

Soles for Souls CEO Buddy Teaster said, “It’s such a privilege to partner with White Plains again!  In our third year, each shoe collection effort just gets bigger and better.  Today’s mayors understand that engaging their citizens in all areas, including sustainability, is the best way to create a healthy, productive community.  White Plains remains a leader among those cities working with Soles4Souls and we expect this year that they’ll hit the 10,000 shoe goal.”
 
 

(More)

Donating your shoes couldn’t be easier. Collection boxes are conveniently located in these city buildings for drop off during regular business hours: 
· City Hall:  255 Main Street
· Library:  100 Martine Avenue
· Youth Bureau:  11 Amherst Place
· Gillie Recreation Center:  11 Gedney Way
· Ebersole Skating Rink:  110 Lake Street

In addition, the White Plains School District is again partnering with the City and BID to aid in our recycling efforts.  Families with children in the public schools will also be able to drop off shoes at the Soles for Souls drop boxes located in each school building.

Shoes will be sorted over the weekend of April 18th at Ebersole Ice Rink.  Shoes will continue to be collected at Ebersole until they are counted and shipped!

Spring is coming; so clean out those closets and do something for our environment at the same time. Don’t forget to bring the family out to celebrate Earth Day on April 18th from Noon – 4:00 PM in downtown White Plains. For the second year in a row Earth Day celebrants can enjoy a free film screening courtesy of City Center of White Plains, owned and operated by Kite Realty Group. This year’s film will be DisneyNature’s Monkey Kingdom. The film will be shown at City Center to 400 moviegoers.  The event itself will feature storytellers, interactive vendors, exciting entertainment, great food and more. Visit the City of White Plains website, www.cityofwhiteplains.com, and click “Our Community/Parades and Festivals” for more information.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The 3rd annual City wide shoe recycling initiative and the Sustain White Plains event are made possible, in part, thanks to our local sponsors:
City Center of White Plains, owned and operated by Kite Realty Group
Con Edison
Empire Clean Cities
On Force Solar
RECKSON, a division of SL Green Realty Corp.
#  #  #
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